
Creating Word Walls 
• This table was created utilizing Debbie Diller’s   

Spaces and Places as a reference. 
 

Type of Wall Purpose Grade Level(s) What to Display Resources 
High Frequency 

Words 
To assist 
students with 
learn how to 
read and write  
 
Awareness of 
print 
 
Fluency 
 

Locate 
beginning and 
ending sounds; 
identify chunks 

Pre-K, K, 1, and 
beginning of 

Grade 2 

Students’ 
names(use 

photos) 
 

Grade-level 
words 

Harcourt 
Vocabulary 

 
Dolch List 

 
Fry List 

Tier 2 Provide 
exposure to 
words they will 
frequently 
encounter in text 
 
Expand 
vocabulary 

K-8 Higher level 
vocabulary 

words 

Isabel Beck’s 
Creating Robust 
Vocabulary or 

Bringing Words 
to Life 

 
Elements of 

Reading 
Content Area To learn content 

area vocabulary 
to use in 
reading, 

speaking, and 
writing. 

K-8 Words centered 
around a unit o 

study 
Textbooks  

 
Marzano’s 
Academic 

Vocabulary 
 

 
Fancy/Interesting 

Words 
“harvest” words 

as you read 
aloud or do 

shared reading 
with the class 

K-6 “harvested” 
words 

Trade Books 
Magazines 
Newspapers 

 
 
 
 
 



 



 




